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CUBAN EXILES
- SEE PRISONER
*RELEASE SOON

DEC 1 9 1962

Don_ovap_iﬁ Havana to

Try for Swap
HAVANA, Cuba, Dec. 18 UI’}—

Donovan arrived today to try
to seal the barter deal with

Premier Fidel’ Castro for free-’

i dom of 1,113 Bay of Pigs inva-/

sion prisoners.
. Optimism that the captlves
_ might be released by Christmas, |
“ or at least in the near future,
was expressed “by their rela--
tives here and in Miami.
- Donovan, New York attorney
who engmeered the swap of
American U-2 Pilot Francis,

Gary Powers for Russian spy:
Rudelph Abel, flew here from.
Miami accompanied by three’
Cuban negotiators.

To Barreto Home

The four were whisked from:
the’ alrport in ‘Cuban security
;service automobiles. They were :
reported to have been taken
to the home of Mrs. Berta Bar-

reto, one of the four negotla- ,

tors. Previous talks on’the pris-

oners’ release were held there.

Also arriving were Alvaro
Sanchez and Mrs. Virginia
Betancourt,
Cuban families committee com-’
posed of prisoners’ relatives.

Relatives in Cuba were jubi- |

- lagt. They heard over United
States and Cuban radio that
an  American frelghter was

ready to deliver food and medi- |

cine in exchange for the cap-

tives taken in the ill-fated Aprxl |

1961 - invasjon.
“Wins $62,000,000 Ransom
Castro demanded $62, 000,000
for their freedom, and later
agreed to food and medicine
valued by Castro at $62,000,000.
Steaming frorn Baltimore to

officials of the’

1
(

il
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James B, Doncrvan

iami, was thc S
ilof. REE

an Red Crogs, whxch, a:%?mmd
i he prisoner.£x-

hange, is expected at the Fldr-
da port. Thurs@ay . i
If the prisopers are rel sg¢

hey probab{zy gx\?J;lll be ﬂn%&qn in

ubai Families

COH]HIItt?O of-
icials there.

warehotlses at® Opa-Locka air
ield in the Mlamn area.
From g Firms

w. D, lemw - dthcasterr §
United State¢ dishster direc-
tor for the Red Cross, said the
onations would beé’ transferred
to the African Pilo{ or other
vessels designgted for
portation if the
kzed He saidum
tions thad” beeh
P harmaceutwal companies.

In Washmgton state deparf-|
ment - sources, said Dopovan
and the comniittee werg suc-
cessful’_in soljciting . donatiols,
particularly from ;,Afnéncan
drug firms offering "the medl{.
cines supposeq, to go' ¥ Cas-
tro under the gxchange deal.

Lincoln White, state depart-
ment. press dfficer, declined:
comment when zsked whether
the governmentr contributed
money or food and medicine:

" coptribu-

ort Evergladeg, Fl&, now'fﬁ Of
.S, Afl

The 435-foot freighter, lent b\ ‘
e Farrell Lines to the Amerx—}

harter planes to "Miami, said

The Red Cross was stoc kpil-

ng food and medicine gifls m"‘i ‘tives'in the Miami area echoeq !

trans- |
Y sWap material-’

received from i 1
# to Flerida at the request ef th

for the release of the’grison-!

Families Very Happy

Enrique Llaca, Cuban Famif!

lies committee dlrector com
thented in Miami: “We fee
‘yery happy. ¥:-hope that th
negotiations can finally be com
- pleted now, after 20 months of
- very hard work i
~About 20,000 prisoners’ 1e1a

E<his sentiments.

, Donavan, on his third fligh
. to Havana to negotiate for thd
release, took off in secrecy fron
a guarded runway a mile disj
tant from Miami Internationa

lic were kept away: = ' .
Cargoes by Air Lines

In New York, Americam Air
lines said it will fly 100,008
pounds of drugs and medicin

Red Cross. One plane will fiy

“tomorrow, another on Thurg

day, and a third Saturday.
Trans World Airlines sajd i

-

airport. Reporters and the pub}

flew 32,000 pounds of medicin
to Miami from New York la

28,000 pounds from St. L
ands 19,000 pounds from Lo
An;feh 5 helween now ‘md Fi
day. -

TWA ;,(ml its shipments wer
ordered by the Air Trangpoi
| association; @ private organi
tion of avxatmn exccntives,

T

night. It said it also would fly,
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